
UTAH JAZZ
Rookie Scale Extension Plan

Keyonte George 
Taylor Hendricks 
Brice Sensabaugh



GLOSSARY
1.Salary Cap / Luxury Tax / First Apron / Second Apron
2.Rookie Scale Extension
3.Restricted Free Agency (RFA)
4.Qualifying Offer (QO)
5.Cap Hold
6.Bird Rights / Exceptions
7.Poison Pill Provision
8.Team Option vs Player Option
9.Starter Criteria

10. Likely vs Unlikely Bonuses (we avoid bonuses)



UTAH JAZZ
Objective: Convert our youth movement into a

scalable contender timeline without burning
flexibility before we know the final form of the roster.



We’re close to exiting Phase 1 of the rebuild, but we are
not done shaping the roster. The right extensions should:

 (1) lock in scarce upside
(2) protect the downside

(3) remain trade-functional at every point of the deal.

ORGANIZATION’S FOCUS



DEFENSIVE STRUGGLES
OPPG OFG% O3FG% Turnovers Forced

#30 #30 #29 #27NBA RANK
(2026)

127.8 49.3 37.8 13.0



League’s Worst Defense
Structural, Not Effort-Based
Issues

 Poor point-of-attack
resistance → constant
rotations → open shots

Lack of Defensive Anchors on
the Floor
29th in turnovers → transition
defense breakdowns → easy
points

UTAH’S DEFENSE





Wasserman represents 5 players who are currently
members of the Jazz.

WASSERMAN

Kyle Anderson
Agent: Thad Foucher

(Wasserman)

Georges Niang
Agent: Thad Foucher

(Wasserman)

Isaiah Collier
Agent: B.J. Armstrong

(Wasserman)

Brice Sensabaugh
Agent: Jelani Floyd, Thad

Foucher, Joe Smith
(Wasserman)

Keyonte George
Agent: Thad Founcher, Jason

Ranne, Joe Smith
(Wasserman)



Keyonte George
5-year/$170 million

$34 million AAV
19.5% of the cap

Taylor Hendricks
1-year/$10.34 million

Qualifying Offer

Brice Sensabaugh
4-year/$54 million
$13.5 million AAV

7.7% of the cap

ROOKIE SCALE EXTENSION PLAN
Ideal Plan

Team 
Option



Keyonte George
5-year/$190 million

$38 million AAV
19.5% of the cap

Taylor Hendricks
3-year/$20 million
$6.67 million AAV

4.6% of the cap

Brice Sensabaugh
4-year/$60 million

$15 million AAV
8.9% of the cap

ROOKIE SCALE EXTENSION PLAN
Realistic Plan

Team 
Option



Keyonte George
5-year/$200 million

$40 million AAV

Brice Sensabaugh
4-year/$70 million
$17.5 million AAV

WALK-AWAY PLAN
Our Leverage:

Restricted Free Agency





KEYONTE GEORGE
1.We believe in Keyonte long-term.
2.We do not believe he’s a finished

product.
3.We refuse to let one breakout

season dictate our entire cap
future.

George: 5-year/ $170-190M



THE HEARTBEAT OF THE OFFENSE

Keyonte’s year-over-year
growth confirms him as our

offensive engine, not yet
an elite offensive finisher.

George: 5-year/ $170-190M



REALITY OF KEYONTE

Despite the production jump,
impact metrics still reflect the
cost of primary responsibility.

Darko DPM: –2.27
TOV%: 16.2%

George: 5-year/ $170-190M



UP-AND-COMING TALENT

This contract keeps us aligned
through his prime without
handing over future control.

5 years / $170–190M
~19.5% of cap

No player option
No incentives



WHY NOT A MAX?

A max contract signals finished hierarchy.
 This deal signals belief without

foreclosing flexibility.

5 years / $170–190M
~19.5% of cap

No player option
No incentives



KEYONTE EXTENSION
1) Production confirms franchise engine
 24.4 + 6.7 on elite efficiency = lead guard profile.

2) This is max VALUE without max STRUCTURE
 We acknowledge his ceiling without locking our
blueprint too early.

3) 20–21% is the sweet spot
 Star bet 
Not roster handcuffs 
Still tradable

George: 5-year/ $170-190M



Keyonte George
5-year/$170-190M

$34-38M AAV
19.5% of the cap

Tyrese Maxey
5-year/$203.9M

$40.8M AAV (2024-25)
25.0% of the cap

Tyler Herro
4-year/$120M

$30M AAV (2023-24)
19.9% of the cap

COMPARATIVE SALARIES



Keyonte George
5-year/$170-190M

$34-38M AAV
19.5% of the cap

Tyrese Maxey
5-year/$203.9M

$40.8M AAV (2024-25)
25.0% of the cap

1x All-Star, 2023-2024 Most Improved

COMPARATIVE SALARIES



Tyrese Maxey (3rd year):
Clear max player
Efficiency + impact + playoff proof

Turnovers: 3.5 (George), 1.3 (Maxey)
Keyonte has not yet crossed the Maxey
threshold and that distinction matters.

George: 5-year/ $170-190M

MAXEY V. GEORGE

Maxey: 5-year/ $203.9M



Keyonte George
5-year/$170-190M

$34-38M AAV
19.5% of the cap

Tyler Herro
4-year/$120M

$30M AAV (2023-24)
19.9% of the cap

1x All-Star, 2019-20 All-Rookie

COMPARATIVE SALARIES



Tyler Herro (3rd year):
Similar offensive role
Similar cap positioning historically
Herro represents the correct tier, a high-level
offensive creator without max-level certainty.

HERRO V. GEORGE

Herro: 4-year/ $120M George: 5-year/ $170-190M



COMPARATIVE PLAYERS



FOR 3  YEAR SEASONRD





TAYLOR HENDRICKS
1.We believe in Taylor’s theoretical

ceiling.
2.We do not yet have role certainty.
3.We refuse to pay for uncertainty

while defining our foundation.

Team Option Exercised → Evaluation Year → Qualifying Offer Window
~4.6% of cap (if extended)

Evaluation: not rejection.



TAYLOR HENDRICKS
Development disrupted by
injury and inconsistent
availability
No sustained sample of
NBA-level role minutes
Defensive upside remains
conceptual, not operational

Team Option Exercised → Evaluation Year → Qualifying Offer Window
~4.6% of cap (if extended)



Season-ending non-contact
injury (Oct. 28, 2024)
Broken right fibula +
dislocated ankle
Severe lower-extremity
trauma requiring surgical
repair

CATASTROPHIC INJURY

Team Option Exercised → Evaluation Year → Qualifying Offer Window
~4.6% of cap (if extended)



Comparable injury: Gordon
Hayward

Contact injury
Cleared for play within a year
Required 2 full seasons to
regain comfort, confidence,
and consistency

HISTORICAL PRECEDENT

Team Option Exercised → Evaluation Year → Qualifying Offer Window
~4.6% of cap (if extended)

Key difference: Hayward was a proven All-
Star at the time of injury. Hendricks is still

defining his NBA role.



EXTENSION OPTIONS

Taylor Hendricks
3-year/$20 million
$6.67 million AAV
4.6% of the cap or
Qualifying Offer

Injury increases variance, not
certainty
We are patient enough to wait,
and disciplined enough to walk.



TAYLOR HENDRICKS
Limited availability and
inconsistent role definition
No sustained sample of NBA
rotation minutes
Development disrupted by
injury and evaluation timing
O-DPM: –0.92 | D-DPM: –0.38

Team Option Exercised → Evaluation Year → Qualifying Offer Window
~4.6% of cap (if extended)



Taylor Hendricks
3-year/$20 million or qualifying offer

$6.67 million AAV
4.6% of the cap

Jonathan Issac
4-year/$69.6 million (2021-22)

$17.4 million AAV
15.5% of the cap

COMPARATIVE SALARIES

$52.2 million
Guaranteed



Hendricks: 3-year/ $20M or qualifying offerIssac: 4-year/ $69.6M

ISSAC V. HENDRICKS

Jonathan Issac (3rd year):
Positive two-way impact 
Defensive scalability that translated to winning contexts
Role clarity as a lineup-anchoring defender
Proof of concept across meaningful NBA minutes



Hendricks: 3-year/ $20M or qualifying offer

ISSAC V. HENDRICKS

Issac: 4-year/ $69.6M



Taylor hasn’t been fully evaluated. These metrics reflect uncertainty,
not deficiency, and our response is patience with leverage. 

Patience protects both the player and the organization.





BRICE SENSABAUGH
1.We value Brice as a coverage-

breaking shooter.
2.We recognize his growth into a

three-level scorer.
3.We do not project him as a

foundational piece.

Weaponizing the Bench.

Sensabaugh: 4-year/ $60M



BRICE SENSABAUGH
Elite shooting gravity changes
second-unit defenses.
Expanded off-the-dribble
scoring increases lineup
flexibility.
Priced as a weapon, not a star.

Offensive value without star
minutes.

Sensabaugh: 4-year/ $60M



BRICE SENSABAUGH
Brice Is Not “Core”
He’s a Tradable Asset Tier
Production: 11.7 PPG in 20.9 MPG |
45.6% FG
This deal is not buying “star.”

This deal buys:
Rotation certainty
Scoring stability
Trade-flex value

Sensabaugh: 4-year/ $60M



BRICE’S EXTENSION
Protect the Downside (Defense Swing
Skill)
Must-have structure:

Descending structure (to maximize
cap flexibility) 
NO trade kicker

Ownership framing:
 If he hits → below-market wing value.
 If he doesn’t → still a movable
contract.

Sensabaugh: 4-year/ $60M

Brice Sensabaugh
4-year/$60 million

$15 million AAV
8.9% of the cap

Team 
Option



BRICE SENSABAUGH
25.7 points per 100
possessions
Rim FG%: 66.3%
Darko DPM: –1.15

Offensive Value Without Star
Minutes

Sensabaugh: 4-year/ $60M



Corey Kispert
4-year/$54 million (2025-2026)

$13.5 million AAV
9.0% of the cap

Gary Trent Jr.
3-year/$51.8 million (2021-22)

$17.3 million AAV
14.4% of the cap

COMPARATIVE SALARIES

Team 
Option

Brice Sensabaugh
4-year/$60 million

$15 million AAV
8.9% of the cap

Team 
Option



Gary Trent Jr.
3-year/$51.8 million (2021-2022)

$17.3 million AAV
14.4% of the cap

COMPARATIVE SALARIES

Brice Sensabaugh
4-year/$60 million

$15 million AAV
8.9% of the cap

Team 
Option



Sensabaugh: 4-year/ $60M

DARKO Offensive:
Sensabaugh: 0.2
Trent Jr.: -0.2

DARKO Defensive:
Sensabaugh: -1.3
Trent Jr.: -1.2

SENSABAUGH V. TRENT. JR

Sensabaugh already fits the Gary Trent Jr.
mold: an offense-first wing who spaces

the floor and scores efficiently.



SENSABAUGH V. TRENT. JR



COMPARATIVE SALARIES

Corey Kispert
4-year/$54 million (2025-26)

$13.5 million AAV
9.0% of the cap

Brice Sensabaugh
4-year/$60 million

$15 million AAV
8.9% of the cap

Team 
Option



Sensabaugh: 4-year/ $60M

DARKO Offensive:
Sensabaugh: 0.2
Kispert: 0.6

DARKO Defensive:
Sensabaugh: -1.3
Kispert: -1.6

SENSABAUGH V. KISPERT

Kispert is the more polished shooter
today. Sensabaugh offers similar output

at a younger age with growth upside.



SENSABAUGH V. KISPERT



FOR 3  YEAR SEASONRD



Keyonte George
5-year/$170 million

$34 million AAV
19.5% of the cap

Taylor Hendricks
1-year/$10.34 million

Qualifying Offer

Brice Sensabaugh
4-year/$54 million
$13.5 million AAV

7.7% of the cap

ROOKIE SCALE EXTENSION PLAN
Ideal Plan

Team 
Option



Keyonte George
5-year/$190 million

$38 million AAV
19.5% of the cap

Taylor Hendricks
3-year/$20 million
$6.67 million AAV

4.6% of the cap

Brice Sensabaugh
4-year/$60 million

$15 million AAV
8.9% of the cap

ROOKIE SCALE EXTENSION PLAN
Realistic Plan

Team 
Option



Keyonte George
5-year/$200 million

$40 million AAV

Brice Sensabaugh
4-year/$70 million
$17.5 million AAV

WALK-AWAY PLAN
Our Leverage:

Restricted Free Agency



APPENDIX



Whole Team Cap Sheet




